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               NEXT     
     CATOE SOCIAL  
 Saturday March 23rd   
       at 10:30 AM 
With Perry Peta at the      
   Howell– WurliTzer 
 
 Perry is a popular keyboard artist in the Milwaukee 
area who has played piano and organ at many dif-
ferent venues  in the Milwaukee area  including the 
Organ Piper Music Palace.  Come prepared for an 
entertaining time as Perry works his magic at the 
Theatre Pipe Organ. 
 

This SOCIAL will bring us back to the beautiful 
grounds of the University of St. Mary of the Lake.  
The location has easy access from either Ill Rt 176 or 
US Rt 45 just North of the town of Mundelein. 
 
Bring loads of GOODIES  to share and also you fa-
vorite tunes to share during OPEN CONSOLE.. 
 
                        SEE YOU THERE  

            BIG TURN-OUT 
     for FEBRUARY SOCIAL 
 

Our get together at the TIVOLI brought out a 
large number of CATOE members to enjoy 
the versatile style of DAVE REED at our own 
Mighty WurliTzer pipe organ.  It is always a 
pleasure to meet at the beautifully restored 
Tivoli Theatre in Downers Grove which al-
ways provides an excellent setting for our or-
gan. 

CATOE SHOW 
              to feature  
       John Grune   
             and his               
    AIRFLOW DELUXE     
          ORCHESTRA 
 
On  Sunday April 21st  CATOE presents John 
Grune and his orchestra at the ARCADA Theatre 
in St. Charles, Il.  John is at home at the console 
of the theatre organ as well as conducting an or-
chestra and this combination promises an excep-
tional blending of organ and orchestra during 
shared selections. In addition the program prom-
ises the vocal talents and dance numbers by some 
members of the troupe and some comedy to boot.  
YOU DON”T WANT TO MISS THIS EVENT.. 
 
MEMBERS TICKETS ARE $10 when purchased  
in advance and there is NO LIMIT...so bring your 
friends.  ALL TICKETS WILL COST $15 if  
purchased the DAY OF SHOW  
 

ARCADA THEATRE ORGAN  
               is  unique  
The original organ was installed in 1927 by the Marr 
& Colton Organ Company as a 2m10 rank instru-
ment. The theatre thought the organ was not adequate 
for their needs and commissioned the nearby GE-
NEVA Organ company to make some changes.  
GENEVA added a SOLO TIBIA, OPEN DIAPASON 
which extended down to a 16 Diaphone extension and 
a Post Horn. In addition a  ECHO Organ with 2 
strings and a Vox was also added and a new 3 manual 
console was installed to control the larger instrument. 
This brought the organ to its’ present 3m 16 rank  
configuation.  Crew chief Jim Shaffer keeps the organ 
humming and additional improvements to the organ 
to utilize a recent WurliTzer donation is in the plan-
ning stage. 

EGYTIAN THEATRE 
     Dekalb, Illinois 

         Theatre has been restored  
         and is looking for an organ  
 

Built in 1929, the Egytian Theatre in Dekalb, Il has 
been painstakingly restored to its’ original beauty by 
the Preserve the Egytian Theatre, Inc. (P.E.T.) whose 
volunteers support and maintain it. Several PET vol-
unteers are organists and one is experienced in pipe 
organ building and maintenance.  
 

One important element of the restoration project will 
be finding a theatre organ. The theatre manager 
Carrie Brantley will be heading the project to find a 
suitable instrument. Although no one can identify what 
kind of organ was originally installed, serious consid-
eration will given to finding a WurliTzer as that com-
pany had ties to the Dekalb area in its latter years. 
 

                      (article contines in next column)  

DeKalb EGYTIAN 
               (continued from column one) 
 
The EGYTIAN THEATRE has many advantages that 
would truly make an organ installation worthwhile.  
The building has chambers  just waiting for 10 or 12 
ranks of pipes. The windline is intact over the prosce-
nium which makes it viable to use the chambers.  A 
CATOE member has been providing technical assis-
tance and has inspected and made detailed drawings of 
the chambers.  
 

The  proximity of Northern Illinois University which 
offers an organ degree program could be a plus in gen-
erating interest in an organ venue in DeKalb. Many of 
the students come from the Chicago area and suburbs 
and the access to DeKalb from I88 could make pro-
grams an attractive possibility for folks in the Chicago 
area.  
 

The EGYTIAN receives tremendous support from the 
community and the City of DeKalb and is considered to 
be a vibrant part of the area’s cultural life, hosting such 
organizations as the Kishwaukee Symphony, commu-
nity theatre production featuring both children’s and 
adult’s groups, andtouring shows. The addition of an 
organ  to this theatre can only be considered a plus in 
expanding the opportunities for other productions in-
cluding organ programs and silent film presentations.  
 

The EGYTIAN is looking for an organ. IF you know of 
any instruments which could meet our needs  please 
contact the theatre or pass the information to CATOE 
who have agreed to gather information for us.  
                                                  Brent Montiero 

      Gone but not Forgotten        
Chicago’s 
UPTOWN 
WurliTzer 
Much interest has 
surfaced on the Inter-
net concerning this 
organ.  Don Isham is 
shown at  the console 
in this 1927 photo. 
After the end of the 
silent era Don moved 
to Seattle and was 
extremely popular in 
the Pacific Northwest.  More about the Uptown in the next VOX 
Our thanks to Puget Sound TO Society for sharing this photo 
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