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January 22nd Social at Arcada

Join your fellow CATOE members on Sunday, Janu-
ary, 22nd with Steven Eaklor at the Arcada’s origi-
nal 3/16 Geneva-Marr & Colton theatre pipe organ.
Doors open at 1:30pm; program begins at 2:00pm.
CATOE members are asked to bring snacks to share.

- "

The above image, (believed taken the same time as the other
Arcada console photo) shows the ornate side panel decora-
tion that still adorns the Arcada’s theatre pipe organ console.

The Arcada Theatre opened on Labor Day, Monday
September 6th, 1926 with a 2/10 Marr and Colton
Organ. Walter A. Stone was the first organist and
performed for the theatre’s opening day festivities.

The instrument was enlarged by the Geneva Organ
Company in 1926/27 adding a piano and 3 ranks
(main chamber) followed by another 3 ranks (echo)
and the new console & lift. Except for the recent ad-
dition of an electronic relay replacing the “tandem”
Geneva and Marr & Colton pneumatic relay systems,
the 3/16 organ remains in this configuration.

In its heyday, radio station WIJID carried
live broadcasts featuring Mr. Howard Pe-
terson, at the Arcada. When the console
was recently updated, Howard Peterson’s
initials were included on this stop tab in trib-
ute to his 20+ year tenure at this console.
Look for this tab at the January, 22nd social.

This photo of the Lester Norris designed ‘Geneva’ console
was taken in June, 1927. This photo is one of several imag-
es donated to the CATOE archives from Betty Christiansen.
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About the Artist: Steven Eaklor

Steven Eaklor’s musical training began at the age of
6, when he began to play the Hammond Chord or-
gan. A few years later,
Steven started to study the
Hammond console and spin-
et organs, deciding to pur-
sue music as a career. He
completed his formal study
at Adams State College in
Alamosa, Colorado where
he earned a B.A. in Music
Performance.

His extensive performance experience includes eve-
rything from rock bands to symphony orchestras. In
his capacity as Director of Product Planning and De-
velopment with the Hammond Organ Company, he is
responsible for a great many of the sounds and fea-
tures you will find on the newer Hammond organs.

Steven is a walking encyclopedia of the history of the
electronic organ, especially the Hammond organ.
Since he was a child he has loved the Hammond and
ironically enough grew up to become one of the com-
pany’s product engineers and demonstration artists.
Within the industry, Steven has played a vital role as
the leading Hammond expert for the Museum of
Making Music and countless publications.

Steven Eaklor is one of the most talented and versa-
tile organists in the world. He is equally at home with
the classical organ repertoire, theatre, jazz, and gos-
pel styles. His performances are always entertaining
and interesting, and he brings to his performances, a
thorough awareness and love of music.

After several years in the Philadelphia area, Steven
recently moved back to Chicago and is working with
Hammond-Suzuki. He can also be seen playing key-
boards with the Chicago R&R/R&B band “AUGUST".

A Note From Your VOX Editor...

With belated wishes for a happy holiday season, |
wanted to share the news of the passing of my moth-
er (the un-official VOX CATOE proof-reader, stamp
sticker, and envelope stuffer) Margaret Sandra
Garay on December, 9th. Many of you have seen
her at CATOE events over the past 40+ years, either
alongside my father in the 1970’s & 80’s or with me
in the last 15 years. | hope the information in this is-
sue of the newsletter makes up for unforeseen delay
in publishing it. ~Michael Garay, VOX CATOE Editor

Christmas at the Tivoli Theatre

Once again, Christmas events took the spotlight at
Classic Cinemas’ Tivoli Theatre in Downers Grove.
This year’s Holiday Film Festival included showings of
“Holiday Inn”, “The Lemon Drop Kid”, “National Lam-
poon’s Christmas Vacation, and of course “White
Christmas”. In addition to the films, those arriving
early were encouraged to participate in a sing-along
with music performed on CATOE’s Wurlitzer organ.

The Tivoli also hosted the West Towns Chorus and
their annual “Home for the Holidays” production. The
Wourlitzer organ was also used during this production.

CATOE’s Wourlitzer theatre organ was decorated for the holi-
day as seen in this photo by David Rhodes. CATOE also
gave the instrument a holiday gift... a restored Howard Seat!

Crawford On-Air from Chicago
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Another photo recently donated to the CATOE archive by
Terry Kelven is this ‘snapshot’ of Jesse Crawford at the Chi-
cago Theatre’s first Wurlitzer console during a radio broad-
cast circa 1924/25. (Visible in the image is the headset and
microphone Crawford used to give and receive cues from the
radio station.) This photo appeared in Console Magazine.

VOX CATOE Page 2 NOV/DEC 2011






